STATEMENT OF G A C TAKEN ON 23RD JULY 2003

I, G A C, aged 25 years of 90 C Road, Salford M6 8 will say as follows:

1. I make this statement in connection with a road traffic accident that occurred around 5.15 p.m. on the 20th of May 2003 on Manchester Road in the district of Ramsbottom.


2. At the time of the accident I was the driver of a Vauxhall Brava 2.5 motor vehicle, registration number L89.  The owner of the motor vehicle being Bury Car and Van Hire Ltd.  I used the vehicle for commuting to and from work and for general personal use.


3. At the time of the accident I was a driver for Didsbury Plant Hire which is part of the Bury Van Hire Group.


4. The weather conditions were dry, clear and sunny; visibility was good.


5. I was returning home after work and not in any rush.


6. The condition of the motor car before the accident I would describe as very good for a vehicle of its age and mileage.


7. At the time of the accident I had been the holder of a full driving licence since the 27th of November 1995.


8. At about 5.15 p.m. on the 20th of May 2003 I was driving along Manchester Road heading towards the junction with the M66 motorway.


9. On reaching the junction I indicated right and drove the car into the filter lane ready to turn onto the slip road for the motorway.


10. I remained stationary as a commercial vehicle was approaching in the oncoming traffic indicating left to also turn onto the M66.


11. Just before the commercial vehicle made its left turn a motor cycle came out from behind to overtake.


12. The motor cycle was on the wrong side of the road.  I estimate its speed to be 50 mph.


13. The driver of the motor cycle, a Mr J R W had not left himself enough room or time to complete his manoeuvre, he collided with the nearside of my motor vehicle causing extensive damage.  The motor cycle was a Yamaha, registration number MFR.


14. If the motor cyclist had remained behind the commercial vehicle and let it turn left he would have seen the traffic ahead.
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15. I was stationary in the right turn filter lane.  The motor cycle suddenly appeared from behind the commercial vehicle due to its speed I could not react in time and unfortunately it collided into my vehicle.


16. I was extremely shocked at what had happened and feared greatly for Mr Watson’s safety.


17. I immediately vacated my vehicle to check on the condition of Mr Watson.


18. Mr Watson was injured during the accident.  He was taken to hospital accident and emergency by ambulance, which I had called for.


19. The police were called and I gave a concise statement to P.C. Standish N7600.


20. I telephoned work and explained what had happened.  Two of my colleagues came to the accident and drove the car and myself back to the yard.


21. I was greatly affected by the accident and for many weeks after found myself reliving the whole experience in my mind.


22. To this day I still think about how serious Mr Watson’s injuries were.


23. Whenever I see a motorcyclist I immediately think back to the accident.


24. For the following four weeks after the accident I did not sleep well.  I become tense when a motorbike comes near my vehicle when driving along or stationary.


25. The accident was in no way my fault.  As a result of Mr Watson’s careless overtaking manoeuvre I have been caused a great deal of stress both at the time of the accident and at work.


26. My personal life has also been affected due to the shock and trauma of seeing Mr Watson lying on the road injured.  For many weeks after the accident I became withdrawn and down as the events turned through my mind.


I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
SIGNED:  .................................................................   DATE:  .......................................................

NAME:  ....................................................................

