STATEMENT OF MRS E L TAKEN ON 28TH JULY 2003

I, E L, aged 43 years of 36  Road, Salford, Manchester M7 will say as follows:

1. I make this statement in connection with a road traffic accident that occurred on the 5th of March 2003 along Portland Street in the district of Manchester.


2. At the present time I am a housewife.


3. At the time of the accident I was a passenger in a BMW motor vehicle, registration number H104, colour black.


4. The motor vehicle was being driven by Mr M L, my husband.


5. I was seated in the middle rear back seat of the vehicle with my lap belt fastened.  My son, E, was seated on my left and also had his seatbelt fastened.  There were also two other passengers seated in the car.


6. Head restraints were fitted to the front seats.


7. At around 1.30 a.m. on the 5th of March 2003 we were travelling along Portland Street in Manchester City Centre.


8. The weather conditions were damp and it was raining.


9. The street lights were illuminated, the road was brightly lit, visibility was good.


10. At the time of the accident I estimate the speed of the car to be between 20-25 mph.


11. Suddenly and with no warning a Taxi cab pulled out from a side street and struck the front left passenger side of our vehicle.


12. There was a terrific bang and a crunching noise.


13. Everybody in the car was jolted forwards, backwards and sideways as our vehicle was brought to an abrupt stop.


14. The car recoiled back from the collision.


15. Everybody in our car was in total shock.


16. My husband turned and asked if we were all OK then he got out of our car to have words with the other driver.


17. Meanwhile I too checked that the other passengers in our car were alright.


18. As I was wearing a lap belt the upper part of body was thrown forwards.
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19. During the accident my seatbelt had tightened sharply across my stomach and I immediately felt pain in my lower abdominal region.


20. I was very worried for my husband as the driver of the Taxi cab began to shout and would not give his details when asked.


21. I was also quite shocked that the driver of the cab paid no attention to the occupants of his vehicle.


22. I also do not remember seeing the Taxi cab driver indicating which way he wanted to turn.


23. I noted down the registration number of the Taxi, being P406.


24. The car was driveable and after such a shocking traumatic experience we all just wanted to go home.


25. On the way home we all could not believe what had happened to us.


26. The accident was in no way the fault of my husband, he had right of way on the main road.


27. It would be true to say that the driver of the Taxi cab had not checked for oncoming traffic before pulling out.


28. Once home, I began to develop excruciating pains in my neck, shoulders and lower back.


29. That night I found it very difficult to sleep due to the pain.


30. I had flashbacks to the accident and could not stop thinking about the taxi-driver and how threatening he was.


31. The next morning my neck was extremely stiff.  I found it difficult and painful to raise my head from the pillow.


32. The whole day I was in pain.


33. The pain made me very tired and I also developed a headache.


34. I contacted my local G.P. who advised me to rest and take painkillers.


35. Furthermore, whilst driving the BMW three days after the accident, the steering failed, causing me to loose control.


36. I became extremely distressed at what had happened and would not drive the BMW anymore.
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37. As a result of both the accident trauma and the shock of the steering failure, I developed a scaly rash on my hairline, forehead and nose.  I consulted my doctor who told me that it was a nervous rash and prescribed steroid cream.


38. It took a week for the rash to subside but even now I still go through bouts of the rash re-emerging.


39. I am most upset about the rash especially as prior to the accident I had never suffered from any such rash before.


40. For some weeks after the accident I could not lift any heavy objects.  For the first week I could not carry out the weekly shop on my own.  The pain also prevented me from undertaking any of the household chores.


41. My husband could not help me as he too was suffering with pain and stiffness.


42. I felt down and withdrawn after the accident and did not socialise for several days.  My friends and family noticed that I was not myself and knew that something was wrong.


43. It annoyed me that I constantly found myself explaining the accident and related problems to my friends and family, when all I wanted to do was forget about the whole situation.


44. I was also prevented from enjoying my leisure time as I could not go to my circuit training.  Even though I have since resumed this activity I have had to reduce my effort.


45. Since the accident I became nervous of driving, tensing up whenever another motor vehicle pulled out from a side street.


46. For a while I lost my confidence and even became nervous as a passenger.


47. Even now I still suffer from headaches and pains in my neck and back.


48. Up to this day I am very frustrated that I can still picture very clearly the whole accident. The worst memories being the aggressive manner of the taxi driver.


49. Considering that the accident was in no way my husband’s fault I feel that both myself and my family have suffered great pain, stress and financial loss and deserve to be compensated accordingly.


I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
SIGNED:  .................................................................   DATE:  .......................................................

NAME:  ....................................................................

