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                                                                      CLAIM No: ______________


IN THE                          COUNTY COURT

B E T W E E N:

                                                       


    Claimant
AND 
                  


                  
                Defendant
____________________________________________________

WITNESS STATEMENT OF 
____________________________________________________




I,  of  will say as follows:

1. I am the above named of the above address.  My date of birth is 00/00/0000.

2. The following details recall a road traffic accident I was involved in on the 5th of May 2003.
3. I was the sole passenger in the front seat of a motor vehicle; model BMW 320c, 2 door, coupe, light blue colour with the registration 000 000. The driver at the time of the accident was Mr X XXXX. The vehicle was in excellent condition with a mileage of around 21 000 miles. 
4. The vehicle was travelling into the city centre of Manchester at around 9.30pm. The weather conditions were fine, the road surface was dry and it was still light but just beginning to become dark. 
5. The vehicle was travelling along the A56 heading into Manchester. As we approached the junction of Bury New Road and Trinity Way both the driver and myself noticed that the traffic lights were not working. I recall that the driver, Mr X XXXX, actually spoke out to me highlighting this fact.  As we drew level with the traffic lights we slowed down almost stopping. Two cars approached from the right of the junction and carried on straight through. There were no more vehicles approaching from the right so we moved forward at about 5mph to the centre of the junction. Another vehicle approached from the left but stopped upon seeing our vehicle. 
6. We then proceeded to about three quarters of the way through the junction when from out of nowhere a vehicle approaching fast from the left struck the nearside front of our car. It happened so fast that Mr XXXX had no chance to take any evasive action.
7. Judging from the resulting loud bang, the damage caused to our vehicle and how far we were pushed to the right from our previous direction I estimate that the other car must have been travelling at no less than 30mph.
8. I was completely shocked by what had happened. I was thrown forwards, to the right and then to the left. My arm struck the door and my head struck the door window. I sat in disbelief, motionless for about 30 seconds and saw smoke rise up from the engine. I was extremely worried as the thought of fire raced through my mind. 
9. Unfortunately as the cars were wedged together I was unable to open my door and by now the smoke was even thicker. I began to panic and turned to my right to escape through the driver’s door. I was extremely relieved to be out of the vehicle and made my way to the central pavement area. 
10. The other vehicle was a brown Peugeot 309. The vehicle was in a poor condition and full of litter inside.
11. The driver of the other vehicle made her way over to me and stated that she had only borrowed the car from a friend as her vehicle was being serviced. She then went on to say that she had no idea that the traffic lights were not working and had driven through the junction without even noticing our vehicle. She also stated to me that she did not at any time apply her brakes and that she was sorry for what she had caused.
12. I had to wait a further one and a half hours at the scene of the accident whilst the emergency services dealt with the damaged vehicles. It became very cold as darkness fell and at 10.30 pm both the driver and myself had to continue our journey into the centre of Manchester by foot.

13. The accident caused me a great deal of inconvenience. I was and remain shocked by what happened and as it is the main route into the centre of Manchester for me, I cannot pass through the junction without thinking about the accident.

14. As well as my evening being completely spoiled I also developed a cold from being out in the cold conditions. I was ill with a bad cough for a week and a half.

15. The following morning I awoke to find that my neck muscles were sore. I took some painkillers to help ease the pain but by 1 pm the pain was still there. It became worse through the afternoon and so bought some Ibuprofen to help lessen the pain. This helped but three days later the pain was still present on the left side of my neck, being more acute upon turning my head to the left. I then decided to visit my GP at the Clough Medical Centre in Rossendale. On the 5th June 2003 I saw Dr Forbes who stated that I showed signs of whiplash. The doctor also stated that my neck muscles would take time to recover and that I should return if I was still experiencing the symptoms. She recommended that I continue to take the painkillers as and when needed.

16. As a result of the pain I have been unable to play Sunday football since the accident or go hill walking which I am most upset about. 

17. I have been affected psychologically as every other day since the accident I think about what could have happened if the other vehicle had struck us half a second earlier therefore crashing into my door.
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There is no doubt in my mind that the driver of the other vehicle caused this accident. She failed to see that the traffic lights were not working or take adequate measures when approaching the junction. I have been caused a great deal of inconvenience, pain and worry both during and after the accident. 
I am not assured of a quick recovery and can only hope that my symptoms subside before long. 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signed…………………………………………….Mr X XXXXX 

Date……………………………………………….

	


	

	


	
	
	

	


	
	


	




	

	

	


	

	



	


	
	


